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The garden was very delightful with its buildings, arbours,
lake, hillocks, flowers, and woods. Candles burned brightly in
the study, and fragrant incense burned. It was quiet and
delightful. Captain Ho chatted for a while with Hsi-m£n
Ch'ing, and they took tea together. Then he said good night
and went to his own rooms to sleep.
Hsi-mgn Ch'ing took off his hat, girdle and clothes and
went to bed, Wang Ching and Tai An waited on him, then
went to their own- place.
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing, lying on the bed, watched the moonbeams
playing on the windows. He tossed about but could not sleep.
He heard the drip, drip, drip of the water-clock. He saw the
tall shadows of the plants upon the casement. The cold wind
rattled the window-panes. He had now been away from home
for some time and was thinking of calling Wang Ching to
sleep with him. Suddenly, he heard a woman speaking very
softly outside the window. He wrapped his cloak round him,
put on his slippers, and quietly opened the door. He looked
out. The Lady of the Vase stood there, her hair like mist.
She was dressed in simple, beautiful clothes, and a white coat
covered her snow-white body. She wore soft slippers, yellow
coloured, upon her dainty feet. She stood there in the moon-
light'.
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing went forward, took her into the study and
kissed her. "My darling!" he cried, "what has brought you
here?"
"I have sought you," she said, "because I wanted to tell
you that I have a new home now. I was anxious to let you
know, because, sooner or later, I must go to it."
"Where is this house?" Hsi-men asked her.
"Not far from here. It is in the middle of the Tsao Fu Lane,
east of the main street."
Hsi-men Ch'ing put his arms about her, and they went to
bed that they might enjoy each other the more fully. When
they had taken their pleasure, she made her clothes tidy and
dressed her hair, but she was loath to go away.
"Brother," she said to Hsi-m£n Ch'ing, "don't forget what
I said to you. Do not drink wine late at night. Go home early.
That fellow is only waiting his chance to destroy you.
Remember."

